
 

 

PART I 

South Lakeland District Council 

Licensing Regulatory Committee 

20 January 2014 

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976  

Proposed Variation of Hackney Carriage Fares 

 

PORTFOLIO: Cllr Sue Sanderson, Environment and People 

REPORT FROM: Simon Rowley – Assistant Director (Neighbourhood 
Services) 

REPORT AUTHOR: Tony Houlihan -  Licensing Officer 

WARDS: Not Applicable 

KEY DECISION NO: Not Applicable 

 

1.0 EXPECTED OUTCOME 

1.1 Licensing Regulatory Committee to consider this report and determine whether to 
vary the maximum fares that may be charged by hackney carriage proprietors during 
the period 2015 to 2016. 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee 

1) Consider whether to: 

i. modify the current table of maximum fares, or; 

ii. make no modification to the current table of maximum fares. 

2) In the event that the current table of fares is modified, to set a date upon 
which it shall come into effect. It is requested that the date should be 
set to Monday 30 March 2015. 

 
3.0 BACKGROUND AND PROPOSALS 

3.1 The current table of fares for a motorised hackney carriage is: 

  

Description  Tariff 1 (£) Tariff 2 (£) Tariff 3 (£) 

For the whole distance 
(1

st
 mile or part thereof) 

3:70 5:55 7:40 

For each subsequent 
1/10

th
 mile 

0:27 0:41 0:54 

Waiting time – for each 
period of one minute  

0:30 0:30 0:30 



 

 

2 mile journey costs  6:40 9:65 12:80 

 

 Notes:  
  

Tariff 1 =  Daily 07:00 hours to 23:00 hours  
 Tariff 2 =  Daily 23:00 hours to 07:00 hours at Tariff 1 + 50% 

Tariff 3 =  Bank Holiday from 00:00 hours to 24:00 hours at Tariff 1 +100% 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve from 19:00 hours to 24:00 hours 
at Tariff 1 +100%  

 Extras =  £0:70 per person in excess of 2  
   £100 maximum soiling charge 
 
3.2 Section 4 outlines a consultation process which took place with the Taxi trade.  This 

consultation gives details of each proposal. The proposals are outlined as follows:- 
  

Proposal 1: 
 
No Change to the current table of fares: 
  

Description  Tariff 1 (£) Tariff 2 (£) Tariff 3 (£) 

For the whole distance 
(1

st
 mile or part thereof) 

3:70 5:55 7:40 

For each subsequent 
1/10

th
 mile 

0:27 0:41 0:54 

Waiting time – for each 
period of one minute  

0:30 0:30 0:30 

2 mile journey costs  6:40 9:65 12:80 

 
 

Proposal 2: 
 
Increase of 2% on the initial mile and each 1/10th mile thereafter: 
 

Description  Tariff 1 (£) Tariff 2 (£) Tariff 3 (£) 

For the whole distance 
(1

st
 mile or part thereof) 

3:80 5:55 7:40 

For each subsequent 
1/10

th
 mile 

0:28 0:41 0:54 

Waiting time – for each 
period of one minute  

0:30 0:30 0:30 

2 mile journey costs  6:60 9:65 12:80 

 
Proposal 3: 
 
Increase charge on the initial mile to £3.80 
 

Description  Tariff 1 (£) Tariff 2 (£) Tariff 3 (£) 

For the whole distance 
(1

st
 mile or part thereof) 

3:80 5:55 7:40 



 

 

For each subsequent 
1/10

th
 mile 

0:27 0:41 0:54 

Waiting time – for each 
period of one minute  

0:30 0:30 0:30 

2 mile journey costs  6:50 9:65 12:80 

 
 
3.3 Members are reminded that there is no legal requirement for the Licensing 
Regulatory Committee to choose any of the proposals that have been presented by the taxi 
trade following the consultation.  

The Licensing Regulatory Committee has the discretion to: 

i. make no change to the current table of fares by adopting Proposal 1, or;  

ii. vary the current table of fares by adopting proposal 2, or;  

iii. vary the current table of fares by adopting proposal 3, or;  

iv. set a revised variation of hackney carriage fares as determined by the 
Licensing Regulatory Committee. 

 

4.0 CONSULTATION 

4.1 In line with current procedures and legislative requirements, the consultation process 
is divided into two stages:  

 
4.2 Stage 1 of the process invites hackney carriage proprietors to make proposals in 

respect of the variation of the current table of fares and to vote on their preferred 
choices from the proposals that are returned to the Licensing office. 

 
4.3 Stage 2 of the process invites members of the public to submit representations 

concerning the variation of the tariff (if any), after it has been made by the Licensing 
Regulatory Committee. In the event that representations are made and cannot be 
satisfactorily resolved, the Licensing Regulatory Committee will be required to 
reconvene at a later date to consider those representations. 

 
4.4 Stage 1 was undertaken in October 2014. Approximately 172 hackney proprietors 

were contacted by letter, asking for proposals to be submitted for the annual review 
of the table of fares. As a result, 3 proposals were received:  

 One was for the current tariff to remain unchanged;  

 One was in favour of an increase in line with the Retail Price Index (RPI) 
(2.3%); 

 One was in favour of an increase that was slightly below the RPI. 
 
4.5 Following the stage 1 canvassing exercise, the proposals that had been received 

were brought to the attention of the same group, who were asked to vote on what 
they wished for as the revised table of fares. This resulted in 18 proprietors voting on 
the proposals in the following manner: 
 
Proposal  In favour  Against  

Proposal number 1 7 5 

Proposal number 2 8 5 

Proposal number 3 2 9 

 



 

 

4.6 Stage 2 is a legal requirement and will take place if the Licensing Regulatory 
Committee decides to vary the table of fares in any manner whatsoever. 
 

4.7 Should a variation to the current fares be approved the statutory procedure is that a 
public notice shall be published in a local newspaper. Should there be no variation, 
no further action is required. 
 

5.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

5.1 None 

6.0 LINKS TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

6.1 Economy: Economic Growth and Increase in Earnings 

7.0 IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 Financial and Resources 

7.1.1 The costs of advertising any proposal or hearing any representations concerning any 
changes to increase the level the hackney carriage fares will be met by the hackney 
carriage and private hire licensing budget. 

7.2 Human Resources 

7.2.1 There are no issues in respect of human resources. 

7.3 Legal 

7.3.1 Section 65 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 allows 
the District Council to fix the table of fares for the hiring of hackney carriage vehicles 
throughout the District. 

Section 65 (2) requires that the Council shall publish its intention to vary the table of 
fares for the hiring of a hackney carriage vehicle in at least one local newspaper for a 
period of at least 14 days. The notice of variation will also be made available on the 
Council website and will be available for inspection at the offices of the Council. If no 
objections are received, the variation may be brought into force as soon as 
practicable at the end of that period. However, if any objections are received, these 
must be considered by the Committee. 

7.4 Social, Economic and Environmental 

7.4.1 The overall impact assessment is positive as it is likely to support other businesses 
by allowing people to enjoy facilities within the district. 

7.5 Equality and Diversity 

7.5.1 There are no equality or diversity issues associated with this application. 

7.6 Risk 

Risk Consequence Controls required 

Failure to advertise a 
proposed variation of 
hackney carriage fares. 

Unable to lawfully 
implement revised fares. 

Proposals to vary fares 
to be duly advertised. 

 

CONTACT OFFICERS 

Report Author – Tony Houlihan – Licensing Officer – Tel: 01539 793407 

E-mail: t.houlihan@southlakeland.gov.uk   

mailto:k.partington@southlakeland.gov.uk


 

 

 

APPENDICES ATTACHED TO THIS REPORT 

Appendix 1 Comparison of Hackney Carriage Tariffs  

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE 
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document 
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Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1976/57/contents  
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